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Joan xiij. 34, 35. 
A new Commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another, as 
J have i you that ye alſo 
love one another. 
By this ſhall all Men know that 
ye are my Diſciples if ye have 


love one to another. 


AH E Words read to you, are ſome 
bol the laſt that our bleſſed Lord 


ſpoke to his Diſciples. Being 
in a little time to part from them, He 


was willing to leave upon their Minds 
one of his weightieſt Precepts, and ſome 


of the beſt Advice He had to give them; 
and that it might carry with it the grea- 
ter Force, it was introduced in a ſolemn 


manner, and after an Example given of 


the loweſt Condeſcenſion in himſelf, by 


riſing as He did, from Supper, throwing ver. 3. 


his upper Garment, and girding himſelf like a 
B Servant, 
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Servant, and doing the Office of the 


meaneſt of Servants, in waſhing all their 


Feet. This, it ſeems, was to prepare 


them for what He was going to enjoyn, 
and to ferve as a Comment and Expli- 


cation upon the Leſſon that was to fol- 


low after it; that if at any time they 


were in doubt to what good Offices the 
Duty preſcribed was to carry them, they 
might ſatisfy themſelves, by recollecting 
the beneficent Pattern of thein great, Mar 


ſter, who was ready to miniſter to them 


in any Capacity, and who teſtified the 
greateſt Love, for greater could no Man 
ſhew, by laying down his Life for them. 
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A new Commandment, lays He, I give 


unto you; and yet brotherly Love was a 
Duty as old as the Law of Naturel; it 


was revived: again in the Moſaical Law; 
and expreſly enjoyned, Levit. xix. 17, 18. 
where we find it written, Thou ſhalt not 


hate thy Brother in thy Heart. Thou ſhalt 


not avenge, nor bear any Grudge agamſt the 


Children of thy People, but thou ſhalt-love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. Nor have the Schools 
of the Philoſophers, the Heathen Mora- 


- lifts, been ſilent upon this Subject, but 
have celebrated the Praiſes of this Vir- 


tue, 


. of Brotherly Love. 7 
tue, have honoured it with the Title of 
2 Humanity, and have given it the higheſt 
4 Encomiums under the name of Benefi- 
J cence and Generoſity. 
Our bleſſed Saviour therefore can on- 
ly mean, that his Commandment was 
a new one in reſpect of its Improvement, 
and of thoſe Degrees of Perfection to 
which He had raiſed it. The brotherly 
Love taught by him had two Points of 
Duty in it above all that was dictated 
by the Law of Nature, or could be found b 
in the Writings of Moſes or the Prophets, 0 
or was ever pretended to by the greateſt 
"Maſters of Morality ; and thoſe were the 
Love of Enemies, and the laying down 
even of Life itſelf to ſerve them. This 
was a peculiar and a characteriſtick Do- 
Erine of Chriſtianity, for the teaching 
which, and for its being ſo graciouſly 
exemplified 'by him that taught it, the 
Goſpel. Diſpenſation took its Name from 
this Virtue, and was truly and emphati- 
cally ftiled 5 . Sr., i. e. the Law 
of Love. HH: ED 
Io ſo high a Pitch of diſintereſted 
Affection, and to ſo great a Meaſure of 
. undeſerved Bounty, does the Chriftian 
1. Reli- 
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The Duty and Meaſures 
Religion and the Precept of this Text 


excite and lead us on, when our Situa- 
tion and Circumſtances in the World 
make it requiſite; at preſent, I hope, 
and in this Auditory, we have a much 
eaſier Task before us, no difficult Strains 
of an exalted Charity to Enemies, but 
the more agreeable and delightful Em- 
ployment of loving our Friends, of 
calling to mind our tender Years, and 
the diſintereſted Friendſhips of our Youth, 


18414nlj.1,0f looking, as the Prophet T/aiah ſpeaks, 


unto the Rock whence we were hewn, and to 
the Hole of the Pit whence we were digged; 
that whatever Superſtructures we have 
made, whatever Buſineſs or Station the 
Providence of God may have allotted 
us, we remember ſtill the Diſcipline 
that firſt formed us, where our Foun- 
dation was laid, and the early Rudi- 
ments of good Literature were happily 
imbibed by us. 

In this reſpe& we are all of us in ſome 
ſenſe one Family, Society or Tribe; and 
as nothing is more beneficial to Society 
than Goodwill and Affection, nothing 
ſo pernicious to it as Hatred and Vari- 
ance, give me leave from the Precept 
in 
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of Brotherly Love. 


in the Text to preſs upon you this Vir- 
rue, and to recommend it to your Pra- 
ice, by ſhewing, . 

Firſt, The Nature and Excellency of 
the mutual Love enjoyned by our bleſſed 
Saviour to his Diſciples, and in them to 
the whole Chriſtian Church  _ 

And, Secondly, The various Degrees 
and Obligations of this Duty, according 
to the ſeveral Ties by which Men ſtand 


more nearly related to one another. 


When the Queſtion was put to our 


bleſſed Saviour, as we read Matth. xxij. 3 6. 


Which was the great Commandment of the Lam? 
his Anſwer was, that to love God with all 
the Heart, with all the Soul, and. with all 


the Mind, was the firſt and great Command- 


ment, and that the ſecond was like unto it, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf ; 
and that upon theſe two Commandments hang 
all the Law and the Prophets. The Duties 
of the firſt Table are, no doubt, virtual- 
ly contained in the former of theſe Pre- 


cepts; and how the Duties of the ſe- 


cond Table are comprehended in the 


latter, St. Paul thus explains, Rom. xiij. 8. 


and following Verſes : He that loveth a- 
nother, ſays he, hath fulfilled. the Law. For 
this, thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, thou ſhalt 

not 
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not Kill, thou ſhalt not Steal, thou ſhalt mot 

bear falſe Witneſs, thou ſhalt nat Covet, and 

if there be any other Commandment (reſpect- 

ing, he means, our Duty to Man) it is 

briefly comprehended in this Saying, namely, 

Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf : And 

that for this Reaſon, becauſe Love worketh 

no Ill to his Neighbour, therefore Love is the 
fulfilling. of the Law. 

The Teachers of Ethicks have uſually 

defined the- Virtue we are ſpeaking of, 

to be a benevolent Diſpoſition of Mind, 

expreſling it felt by a middle Deport- 

ment between Moroſeneſs and Flattery. 

Where- ever it can be done, it is the Ten- 

dency of Love, both to benefit and to 

pleaſe; but when it is impracticable to 

do both, the latter of theſe muſt be diſ- 

penſed with. For true and unfeigned 

PE r. j. 22. Love muſt be always with a pure Heart, 

without miſleading or encouraging to E- 

Rows. xy, 2, Vil z ſtudious, indeed, of pleaſing its Neigh- 

bour, for his Good only, and to Edification. 

It is not at all inconſiſtent. with brother- 

ly Love, where the Caſe requires it, to 

thwart, to rebuke, or to correct; on the 

other hand Honeſty it ſelf, by being o- 

ver rigid, may be blameworthy, and our 

Integrity 


* 


of Brotherly Love. -:- BY 
Integrity become: criminal, if it makes 
our Charity unkind.. We may with great 
Truth eſteem and commend our Friend, 
though every Diſpofition in him be not 
to our liking; we may value and praiſe 
him for what: is laudable, without being 
obliged: to proclaim his Defects; and it 
we are ſatisfed of his Goodneſs in the 
main, may wink at and bear with his 
Infirmities, and yet our Love be. without Row. xij. 9. 
S l. T gn note 
It will be needleſs to run over every 
Ceremonial, and all the Regulations of 
this Duty; the. great. Difficulty is, and 
our chief Endeavour ſhould; be, to get 
this heavenly Frame of Mind within us, 
to be indeed: kindly. affeftioned one to ano- Rom.xij. 19. 
ther with brotherly Love, and then we (hall 
of courſe in Honour prefer one another. If 
we really have this Light, it will require 
little skill to make it ſhine before Men; 
the goodneſs of the Tree will be clearly 
viſible in its Fruits, and out of the abun- 
dance of an honeſt Heart our Mouths 
will ſpeak; not all, perhaps, with equal 
Ability, but with ſuch uncorrupt Commu» 
nication as proceeds from love unteigned, 
and may miniſter Grace unto the Hearers. pn. iv. 29. 
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It has been ſometimes objected againſt 


the Goſpel Love we are ſpeaking of, that 
it is too Romantick; that what it pre- 
tends to is againſt Nature, and many 


times againſt Reaſon. If we are con- 
ſcious of any thing, it is that we love 
our ſelves beſt, and yet, while acted by 
this Principle, and which we can never 
ſtrip our ſelves of, we are to undertake 
to love our Neighbour as well, nay, in 


ſome Caſes to love him better: for his 


ſpiritual Good we are to put ourſelves to 


many temporal Inconveniencies, and to 


promote his eternal Welfare, ſhould be 


ready to forego almoſt any thing but our 


own Salvation. 0 
Theſe may, perhaps, be thought by 


ſome, and indeed they ſeem to be hard 


Sayings; and fo are thoſe by which we 
Jon. ii). 7. are required to be born again, and to be per- 


Mar. v. 48. fect as our Father which is in Heaven is per» 


fe; and yet the former of theſe is no 


more than a figurative way of Speech, 
and the latter, whatever it directs, does 
certainly not mean that we are obliged 


to, or can attain the Perfection of God 
in any one of his Attributes. As little 


can it be intended that to make way for 


I | brotherly 
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Circumſtances. 


ble Emulation be zealous of ſpiritual and oft“ 
other good Gifts, may. covet earneſtly to 


¶ Þrotherly Love. 


brotherly Love we ſhould extinguiſh our 
innate Principle of Self-preſervation ; the 
Love of ourſelves is not forbidden, nay, 
it is encouraged, and ſuppoſed to be 
very great, when it is made the Rule 
and. Pattern of loving our Neighbour ; 
we are to love him as our ſelves, i. e. 
our Kindneſs to him ſhould reſemble 
and be like the Affection we bear to our 


ſelves, and that it may be without a Ma- 


thematical Exactneſs; for every Like is 
not tlie ſame, nor does it neceſſarily re- 
quire an Agreement as to all Degrees and 


A Man there fore may certainly love 


his Brother as well as any Precept in the 
Goſpel requires him, and yet be mind- 
ful of his own Good moſt, and of ſerv- 
ing himſelf firſt; he may make it his 
Buſineſs to promote his own Advance- 


ment, Eſteem and Reputation preferably 
to any others; he may be glad and bet- 
ter pleaſed to ſee an Accompliſhment 


whether of Mind or Body, whether, na- 
tural or acquired in himſelf, rather than 


elſewhere : He may with a very laudas _ 
r Cor, xi v. 


excell, 
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Parr. iv. . excell, and ought to do it, in whatſoever 
things are of good report, where there is any 
Virtue or any Praiſe. ; 85 
Thus far even Charity it ſelf may /eek 
her own, may fairly enough begin at home, 
provided it does not end there. There 
is, indeed, a vicious Self-love that is al- 
ways ſeeking the things of others in a corrupt 
Senſe, is the Bane of Society, and a Note 
TIN. ij l. Of perillous Times, is inconſiſtent with 
natural Religion and moral Goodneſs, 
much more with the beneficent Spirit of 
Chriſtianity. For that Spirit is, to its 
honour, remarkable above all others for 
promoting and cheriſhing a kind and 
compaſſionate Diſpoſition. In the firſt 
and pureſt Ages of Religion, Chriſtians 
were every where known by this good 
Quality; no ſooner did the Goſpel come 
abroad into the World, but the Love 
and” Charity of its Diſciples was univer- 
ſally acknowledged; they were then 
united in the moſt happy Fraternity, 
they lived as Brethren, and, as we have 
juſt now heard in the Leſſon of this Day, 
Ac rs iv. 32. were of one Heart, and of one Soul, and 
had all Things in common: and ſo ready and 
conſtant was their Kindneſs and Famili- 
| * | arity, 


of Brotherly Lode. 15 
arity, that they never met, but they em- 
braced one another with all the Demon- 
ſtrations of a ſincere Affection. 
It is true indeed, that the ſame Faith 
and Principles have not in all Times 
produced a like good Effect; by Iniqui- Ma r. xxiv. 
ties abounding, the Love of many has waxed** 
cold, has degenerated into mere Cere- 
mony or Self. intereſt, and Envyings, 
Wrath and Bitterneſs, have become a 
Reproach to Chriſtianity. Not that this 
is any. real Diſparagement to the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine; for where. ever the Goſ- 
pel is complied with as it ought to be, 
it creates ſuch a gracious Temper of 
Mind, as makes Men obliging and cour- 
teous, ready and diſpoſed to every good 
Work, to all Offices of Humanity and 
Kindneſs. It poliſhes the Roughneſs of 
Mens Natures, ſoftens a rude and chur- 
liſh Temper, and infuſes a more calm 
and tractable Diſpoſition. . 
And this may ſuffice concerning the 
Nature and Excellency of mutual Love 
in general: What we are in the next 
Place to conſider, is, Secondly, The 
various Degrees and Obligations of this 
Duty, according to the ſeveral Ties by 
2 £23 which — 
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which Men ſtand more nearly related to 
one another. 

Our bleſſed Saviour by his Parable of 
a certain Man who fell among Thieves, 
and was relieved by a Stranger, a Sama- 
ritan, gives us to underſtand, that every 


Man living, how remote ſoever, has a 


title to our Love. That we are not to 
confine our good Offices only to our 


Friends or Countrymen, to People of 


the ſame Cuſtoms and Religion with 
ourſelves, but muſt entertain a more 
diffuſive Good-will and Charity, What- 
ever their Climate or Complexion be, 
their Knowledge or Diſpoſitions, what- 
ever Corner of the Earth they may in- 
habit, any Footſteps and viſible Marks 
of Reaſon and humane Nature, are 
title enough to our Affection and our 
Charity. 

But tho' all Men are to be Sharers in 


our Love, all have not a Claim to the 


like degree of it, but we may and ought 


to prefer ſome to others, eſteem them 


more, and do greater Acts of Kindneſs 
for them. Tho' all Men are in ſome 


ſenſe our Neighbours, yet it is with 
great Difference, and under various de- 


grees 


of Brotherly Love. 17 
grees of Neighbourhood. The moſt re- 
mote are our Enemies, and our Love 
to them ſhould conſiſt in praying for 
them, in being ready to forgive, and 

to be reconciled to them, and in ſhew- 
ing Compaſſion to their Infirmities To 
ſuch as we are not acquainted with, our 
Love ſhould exert itſelf in a courteous 
and affable Deportment, neither ridicu- 

ling their different Cuſtoms, nor impo- 
ſing upon their Ignorance, but being 
helpful to them in all Acts of Humanity. 
The Love that is due to our Benefactors, 
our Friends, and our Relations, is to 
ſhew itſelf in Gratitude, Fidelity, and a 
ſincere Affection; in being obedient, 

kind and ſerviceable to our natural Pa- 

rents and Relations, peaceable and duti- 
ful to the legal Commands of our Go- 
vernors, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
and, above all, in cheriſhing our ſpiri- 
tual Kindred; and, as we have opportunity, Gar. vi. 0. 
doing Good, more eſpecially to the Houſhold of 
Faith. - 

And, even within that Houſhold, 
there are Diſtinctions and Subdiviſions 
wherein a kinder Friendſhip may be ex- 
pected, and is allowable as Men happen 


to 
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to be linked together in one Communi- 
ty, either by Place of Birth, or Agree- 
ment in Buſineſs and Employ, or their 
being joint Members of ſome Society or 
Body Politick, or their being educated 
together under one Diſcipline, and in 
the ſame Seminary of Literature. 

From theſe and the like Conſiderati- 
ons, Men are apt to contract a Kindnels, 


and ſometimes a great Partiality for ſuch 


Aſſociates. There is no where more of 
this to be ſeen, nor with leſs Reaſon, 
than among the Religious Orders, as 
they call themſelves, who every one of 
them by a narrow-ſpirited Fondneſs for 
their own Rule and Habit, cry it up as 
molt excellent; whereas, indeed, there 
is no Excellency nor real Worth in ſuch 
Affectations, whatever Opinion of the 
Holineſs of a contemplacive Life a miſ- 
guided Zeal may raiſe in Men. 


It may look, indeed, at firſt fight, ſpe- 


cious and plauſible for a Man to ſhut 


himſelf up from the World for the ſake 
of a ſecurer Virtue, and a more fervent 
Piety ; that the ſubtil Reaſonings of In- 


fidels may not ſtagger his Faith, nor the 


Scoffs of wicked Men offend his Ears; 
3 that 


% Brotherly Love. 
that he may be out of the way of the 
Buſtle, the Hatred and Contention of 
this World, and have nothing to inter- 
fere with the Regulation of his own 
Actions, and the daily Worſhip of his 
God. All this, I ſay, may carry with 


it an Air and Appearance of Perſection; 


and yet, I dare be bold to ſay, that he 
who continues in the World doing neigh- 
bourly Offices to thoſe about him, that 
performs the part of a good Subject, a 
careful Parent, a faithful Friend and Ad- 
viſer, or the like, is a much better Man, 
and, of the two, more likely to be ac- 
cepted of God. 


Our bleſſed Saviour ſeems to ſettle 
this Point, and to decide it very clearly 


in the Text; the Commandment he 
there gives us is not to retire from the 
World, but, on the contrary, to love, 
i. e. to converſe with and to be uſeful to 
one another; and the Way He directs us 


to diſtinguiſh ourſelves as his Servants, 


is not by any Vow of Poverty or Celi- 


bacy, neither by an Abſtinence from 


Meats, nor by being barefoot Mendi- 
cants, neither by putting on a coarle Ha- 
bit, nor by ſaying any particular Offices, 
. but 
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but by the Ornament of a bounteous 
Mind, and by the genuine Effects of a 
pure and undefiled Religion, ſuch as 
Goodnels and Charity : By this, ſays He, 
ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if 
ye have Love one to another. 

The Times indeed of that Ignorance, 
thanks be to God, have long ſince ceaſed 
in theſe Realms, never, we hope, to 
return again, unleſs by a judicial Infatu- 
ation we come to grow in love with 
Bondage, to miſtake Chains for Orna- 
ments, and invite a ſpiritual Tyranny 
to introduce again its ſpiritual Darkneſs. 
As Ignorance was for many Ages the 
Baſis of Superſtition in this Land, and 
as it was an Increaſe of Knowledge 
that diſpelled thoſe Errors, and made 
way for our happy Reformation, it may 
ſurely be reaſonably hoped, that the 
Schools of Learning, at leaſt, that Men 
of a liberal Education, will be diſpoſed 
to maintain and vindicate the Doctrines 
of an Evangelical Religion, and the 
Principles of a mild and limited Govern- 
ment, againſt all the Devices and At- 
tempts of Popiſh and Arbitrary Coun- 
ei e Oe Ba te 


We 


of Brotherly Lor. 

We have at preſent, by the Indulgence 
of Providence, ſuch an undiſturbed State 
of Peace and Proſperity, as has not been 
in our Memories, and as few of our 
Forefathers have been bleſſed with; and 
ſeeing now that we enjoy ſo great Quietneſs, Ac rs x 
and that very worthy Deeds are done unto this” * 
Nation, we ſhould accept it always, and in 
all Places, with all thankfulneſs. Would we 
make theſe Bleſſings durable and ill 
more extenſive ? nothing will have a 
greater Tendency to ſo good an End, 
than our bleſſed Saviour's Precept con- 
ſcientiouſſy complied with. Were mu- 
tual Affection and brotherly Love the 
true Springs that humane Affairs are 

acted by; were the Publick Intereſt and 
the general Good, free from all ſelfiſh 
Motives, the governing Principle, as it is 
the cuſtomary Profeſſion of Men, our 
Jeruſalem might have Hopes of a long 
and undifturbed Peace, and conſequently 
of a laſting Proſperity. 

For what have all our paſt Contenti- 
ons and Animoſities been owing to but 
Ill-will, Ambition, and an interfering 
Intereſt 2 And what is it that divides the 
neareſt Friends, and ſets Families, Soci- 
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eties and Kingdoms at Variance, but an 
unhappy and unchriſtian Spirit of Ha— 
tred and Enmity ? The only effectual 
Cure for theſe Evils, is the preſcription 
in the Text; were that new Commandment, 
that heavenly Grace, but inwardly 
grafted in our Hearts, it would bring 
forth the Fruits of good living in the Ex- 
erciſe of all our relative Duties; would 
guard us againſt Diſaffection to a graci- 
ous Government, or Diſſention from a 
pure and excellent Religion; would 
make us good Citizens, kind Neigh- 
bours, and faithful Friends, ready, by 
an extenſive Charity, to promote the 
Car. v. 13. Happinels of all Men, and by Love to 
ſerve one another. 7 5 
Such a beneficent Frame of Mind will 
be excellently adapted to the Purpoſes of 
this Day's Aſſembly; will encourage 
the annual Returns of it, and remove 
all former Cauſes of its Diſcontinuance; 
and, by bringing together ſo many uſe- 
ful and eminent Perſons in the various 
Employments of Church and State, 
make us look back on out earlier Studies 
with a pleaſing Reflection, and partici- 
pate, by a relative Honour, of each 
; 3 : 1 others 
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others Advantages and good Succeſs in 
the World, and be ſtudious of contribu- 
ting to the Wants, and of advancing 
the Reputation and Credit of ſo conſi- 

derable a Community. 

And what is a nobler Motive ſtill, this 
heavenly Virtue, and truly Chriſtian 
Accompliſhment, will denote us to be 
Fellou-Diſciples of a much greater Maſter, 

and diſtinguiſh us to be ſo, better than 
any of thoſe Denominations which an 
intemperate Zeal, or an uncharitable 

Spirit, may make us fond of. It is by 
this Badge and Character that we are, 

if ever, to be ſealed unto the Day of Re- Ev n. iv. zo. 
demption; hereby know we that our Lordi Jon. ii. 
abideth in us by the Spirit that he hath given** 

us; and by this ſhall all Men know that we 

are his Diſciples, if we have Love one to ano- 

, e eee 

Let us therefore, for our own Satiſ- 

faction and Credit in this World, for the 

Good of others, and the Benefit of this 
Brotherhood, and of all that we ſtand 

related to, cloath ourſelves in this ami- 

able Dreſs, and put on the Habit and 
Ornament of a gracious and friendly 
Diſpoſition; ſo ſhall we do Honour to 

3 our 
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our Inſtructors, and diſtinguiſh our 
ſelves from the Rude and Illiterate; and 
prepare and qualify ourſelves: for that 
blelſed Society hereafter, where III-will 
and Unkindneſs can have no place, and 
where the moſt perfect Communion and 
Friendſhip is to abound for ever, in the 
Preſence of that God, who is Love it 
ſelf, and whoſe Influence alone can 
make us to be ſo: Which that it may 
do effectually, and infuſe that and every 
other good Grace into our Hearts, God 
of his infinite Mercy grant for the ſake 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


| . Jo whom with the Father and Hoh 
1 | Spirit, be aſcribed all Honour, 
Majeſty and Praiſe, both now and 


| for evermore, Amen. 


